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 Chapter 1 

INTRODUCTION TO DESIGN THINKING 

Design Thinking is a human-centered approach to Innovation that emphasizes empathy, 
creativity, and experimentation. It involves understanding the needs and pain points of 
users, generating and testing ideas, and iterating towards solutions. Design Thinking is a 
mindset and a methodology that can be applied to complex problems in various industries. 
By putting users at the forefront, Design Thinking enables organizations to create 
innovative and effective solutions. This approach has been adopted by leading companies 
and organizations worldwide to drive innovation and growth. 

1.1 Elements of Design   

The elements of design (Fig. 1.1) are the fundamental 
building blocks of visual communication. They are the 
basic components that designers use to create a 
composition. Understanding these elements is crucial 
for creating innovative and effective designs. The 
elements of design include dot, line, shape, form, 
texture, color, space, and value. 
 Each element plays a unique role in creating a 
visual language. By combining these elements, 
designers can create a wide range of visual effects and moods. The elements of design 
are used in various fields, including graphic design, interior design, and product design. 
Mastering the elements of design is essential for any designer looking to create effective 
and innovative designs. By understanding and applying the elements of design, designers 
can create visually appealing and effective compositions that communicate their message. 

1. Dot: In visual design, the dot is a small yet mighty mark that packs a big punch. It can 
be used to create intricate patterns, textures, and visual hierarchies that captivate the 
viewer's attention. By strategically employing dots, designers can craft a sense of 
rhythm, movement, and energy, drawing the viewer's eye through the composition. The 
versatility of dots extends across various design disciplines, including graphic design 
and interior design. The size, color, and placement of dots significantly influence the 
overall aesthetic, allowing designers to add depth, complexity, and dynamism to their 
work. In typography, dots can be used to create innovative and distinctive font styles, 
further expanding their creative potential. By harnessing the power of dots, designers 
can elevate their designs and create truly memorable visual experiences. 

 
Fig. 1.1  The elements of design. 
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2. Line: A line is a fundamental design element, defined as a continuous mark made on a 
surface by a drawing tool. With varying widths, lengths, directions, and curvatures, lines 
offer endless creative possibilities. They can be used to define shapes, create textures, 
and convey movement, making them an essential component of visual design. In user 
experience (UX) design, lines play a crucial role in wireframes, prototypes, and user 
flow diagrams, guiding the viewer's attention and establishing a clear information 
architecture.  

 Across various design disciplines, including graphic design, interior design, and 
architecture, lines are used to create depth, dimensionality, and visual interest. The 
strategic use of lines, considering factors such as type, thickness, and color, can 
significantly impact the overall design. Furthermore, lines can be leveraged in 
typography to craft unique and innovative font styles, expanding their creative potential. 
By harnessing the power of lines, designers can create engaging, effective, and 
aesthetically pleasing designs. 

3. Shape: A shape is a fundamental design element, defined as a self-contained area with 
height, width, and depth. Shapes can be broadly categorized into geometric (e.g., 
squares, circles) and organic (e.g., free-form, natural) forms, each conveying distinct 
meanings and representing various concepts. In visual design, shapes play a crucial 
role in creating composition, hierarchy, and balance. By strategically using shapes, 
designers can establish a sense of unity and coherence, tying together disparate 
elements within a composition. Shapes can also be leveraged to create depth, 
dimensionality, and visual interest.  

 Across various design disciplines, including graphic design, interior design, and 
architecture, shapes are a versatile design element. The size, color, and placement of 
shapes significantly impact the overall aesthetic, allowing designers to convey their 
intended message effectively. Furthermore, shapes can be used in typography to craft 
innovative and unique font styles, expanding their creative potential. 

4. Form: Form refers to the three-dimensional quality of an object or shape, which is 
achieved through the strategic use of light, shadow, texture, and other visual elements. 
In product design, form plays a crucial role in creating a sense of tactility and usability, 
allowing users to engage with products on a deeper level. Effective use of form enables 
designers to craft immersive and engaging experiences, simulating real-world 
interactions with products or services.  

 Form is a versatile design element, applicable across various disciplines, including 
product design, interior design, and architecture. The manipulation of light, shadow, and 
texture significantly influences the perception of form, while also creating a sense of 
depth and dimensionality in design. In visual design, form can be leveraged to create 
dramatic emphasis, drawing the viewer's attention and evoking emotions. By mastering 
the art of form, designers can elevate their designs and create captivating experiences. 

5. Texture: Texture refers to the surface quality or tactile sensation of an object or shape, 
encompassing both visual and tactile aspects. By incorporating texture, designers can 
craft immersive environments that engage users' senses, fostering a deeper connection 
with the design. In experiential design, texture plays a vital role in creating memorable 
experiences. It can also add depth and complexity to a design, making it more engaging 
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and interactive. Effective use of texture enables designers to create tactile and usable 
designs, while also conveying emotions and personality.  

 Texture is a versatile design element, applicable across various disciplines, including 
interior design, product design, and packaging design. The type and quality of texture 
significantly impact the overall design, influencing user perception and interaction. By 
leveraging texture, designers can create visually appealing and tactilely engaging 
designs that leave a lasting impression. 

6. Color: Color is a fundamental property of visual perception, born from the interaction 
between light, objects, and our eyes. As a potent design element, color can evoke 
emotions, convey meaning, and direct attention. In branding, color plays a crucial role in 
crafting a visual identity, communicating values, and expressing personality. Effective 
color usage enables designers to create contrast, hierarchy, and visual interest, 
ultimately crafting engaging and memorable experiences.  

 Color's impact is multifaceted, influencing mood, perception, and emotional connection. 
Across various design disciplines, including graphic design, interior design, and product 
design, color selection significantly impacts the overall aesthetic and emotional 
resonance. By harnessing the power of color, designers can create depth, 
dimensionality, drama, and emphasis, guiding the viewer's eye and evoking desired 
emotions. As a versatile and essential design element, color offers endless possibilities 
for creative expression and visual storytelling. 

7. Space: Space, often referred to as negative space, encompasses the areas between, 
around, and within objects. This fundamental design element plays a crucial role in 
crafting a sense of depth, hierarchy, and balance in visual compositions. By 
incorporating space effectively, designers can create a sense of breathing room, 
guiding the viewer's eye through the design and fostering a seamless visual flow.  

 In visual design, space is a vital component, enabling designers to create a sense of 
depth and dimensionality, establish hierarchy and balance, guide the viewer's attention, 
and foster visual flow and engagement. By harnessing the power of space, designers 
can craft captivating and memorable designs that engage and inspire their audience. 

8. Value: Value, which refers to the lightness or darkness of an object or shape, is a 
fundamental element in visual design. By manipulating value, designers can create 
contrast, hierarchy, and mood, ultimately crafting visually appealing and engaging 
compositions. Value plays a crucial role in adding depth and dimensionality to a design, 
allowing designers to create a sense of volume and texture.  

 By incorporating value effectively, designers can add complexity and nuance to their 
compositions, drawing the viewer's eye and creating a lasting impression. Whether 
used to create subtle gradations or dramatic contrasts, value is an essential tool in the 
designer's toolkit. 
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Case Studies 

CS-1.1 The Anatomy of an Icon: Unpacking the iPhone's Design Elements 

The iPhone's design is a masterclass in incorporating various elements of design to create 
a sleek, user-friendly, and aesthetically pleasing product. Here's a breakdown of how the 
iPhone's design incorporates different elements of design: 

Lines 
1. Clean Minimalism: The iPhone's body is 

defined by clean, minimalist lines that create 
a sense of simplicity and elegance. 

2.  Rounded Edges: The lines of the phone's 
edges and corners are rounded, creating a 
smooth, ergonomic feel. 

3.  Seamless Bezels: The lines of the screen's 
bezels are thin and subtle, creating a sense 
of seamlessness between the screen and 
the phone's body. 

Shapes 
1. Rectangular Form: The iPhone's body is a rectangular shape with rounded corners, 

creating a sense of approachability and user-friendliness. 
2. Curved Screen: The phone's screen has a rectangular shape with a subtle curve, 

creating a sense of depth and visual interest. 
3. Geometric Buttons: The iPhone's buttons and controls are simple, geometric shapes 

that create a sense of clarity and intuitiveness. 

Forms 
1. Ergonomic Design: The iPhone's body is a three-dimensional form that fits comfortably 

in the user's hand. 
2. Flat Screen: The phone's screen has a flat, two-dimensional form that provides a clear 

and intuitive interface. 
3. Rounded Features: The iPhone's camera lens and other features are subtle, rounded 

forms that create a sense of visual interest and depth. 

Texture 
1. Smooth Finish: The iPhone's body has a smooth, matte finish that provides a 

comfortable grip and a sense of premium quality. 
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2. Glass Screen: The phone's screen has a smooth, glass finish that provides a clear and 
responsive interface. 

3. Tactile Buttons: The iPhone's buttons and controls have a subtle, tactile texture that 
creates a sense of feedback and responsiveness. 

Color 
1.  Color Options: The iPhone is available in a range of colors, including Space Gray, Gold, 

Silver, and Red, which create a sense of personality and style. 
2.  Vibrant Display: The phone's screen displays a wide range of colors, creating a sense 

of vibrancy and visual interest. 
3. Monochromatic Interface: The iPhone's interface uses a subtle, monochromatic color 

scheme that creates a sense of clarity and intuitiveness. 

Space 
1. Negative Space: The iPhone's screen provides a sense of negative space, creating a 

clear and uncluttered interface. 
2.  Positive Space: The phone's body has a subtle, rounded shape that creates a sense of 

positive space, fitting comfortably in the user's hand. 
3.  Spatial Elements: The iPhone's interface uses a range of spatial elements, including 

grids, typography, and icons, to create a sense of clarity, hierarchy, and visual interest. 
 The iPhone's design is a masterful blend of various design elements, creating a product 
that is both aesthetically pleasing and highly functional. By incorporating clean lines, 
simple shapes, ergonomic forms, and thoughtful use of texture, color, and space, the 
iPhone has set a standard for modern smartphone design. 

CS-1.2 Google's Material Design: Key Elements 

Google's Material Design is a design system that showcases the effective use of design 
elements to create a consistent and user-centered design language. Here's how Material 
Design incorporates various design elements: 
Lines 
1. Grid system: Material Design uses a grid system to create a sense of structure and 

organization. 
2. Dividers: Lines are used as dividers to separate content and create a clear visual 

hierarchy. 

Shapes 
1. Cards: Material Design uses cards as a fundamental element to display information in a 

clear and organized manner. 
2. Buttons: Buttons are designed with a rounded rectangular shape, making them easy to 

tap and understand. 
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Forms 
1. Elevation: Material Design uses elevation to create a sense of depth and hierarchy, 

making it easy to understand the relationships between different elements. 
2. Shadows: Shadows are used to create a sense of depth and dimensionality. 

Texture 
1. Background textures: Material Design uses subtle background textures to add depth 

and visual interest. 
2.  Icon textures: Icons are designed with a subtle texture, making them more engaging 

and tactile. 

Color 
1. Color palette: Material Design has a distinct color palette that is 

used consistently across different products and platforms. 
2. Accent colors: Accent colors are used to draw attention and create 

visual interest. 

Space 
1. Whitespace: Material Design makes extensive use of whitespace 

to create a clean and uncluttered interface. 
2. Responsive layout: The design system is responsive, adapting to 

different screen sizes and devices. 
 Material Design's effective use of design elements has created a 
consistent and user-centered design language that has been widely 
adopted across different products and platforms. 
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CS-1.3 The Anatomy of the Tata Nano: Unpacking its Design Elements 

The Tata Nano's design is a masterclass in incorporating various elements of design to 
create a sleek, user-friendly, and affordable product. Here's a breakdown of how the Tata 
Nano's design incorporates different elements of design: 

                        

                           

Lines 
1. Clean Minimalism: The Tata Nano's body is defined by clean, minimalist lines that 

create a sense of simplicity and elegance. 
2.  Rounded Edges: The lines of the car's edges and corners are rounded, creating a 

smooth, ergonomic feel. 
3. Seamless Integration: The lines of the car's body and windows are seamlessly 

integrated, creating a sense of cohesion and visual flow. 

Shapes 
1. Rectangular Form: The Tata Nano's body is a rectangular shape with rounded corners, 

creating a sense of approachability and user-friendliness. 
2.  Curved Roofline: The car's roofline is a subtle curve, creating a sense of depth and 

visual interest. 
3.  Geometric Headlights: The Tata Nano's headlights are simple, geometric shapes that 

create a sense of clarity and intuitiveness. 

Forms 
1.  Ergonomic Design: The Tata Nano's body is a three-dimensional form that fits 

comfortably in the user's hand. 
2.  Flat Hood: The car's hood is a flat, two-dimensional form that provides a clear and 

intuitive interface. 
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3.  Rounded Features: The Tata Nano's dashboard and other features are subtle, rounded 
forms that create a sense of visual interest and depth. 

Texture 
1. Smooth Finish: The Tata Nano's body has a smooth, matte finish that provides a 

comfortable grip and a sense of premium quality. 
2. Fabric Upholstery: The car's seats have a fabric upholstery that provides a comfortable 

and tactile experience. 
3. Tactile Controls: The Tata Nano's controls, such as the steering wheel and gearshift, 

have a subtle, tactile texture that creates a sense of feedback and responsiveness. 

Color 
1. Vibrant Colors: The Tata Nano is available in a range of vibrant colors, including red, 

blue, and green, which create a sense of personality and style. 
2. Monochromatic Interior: The car's interior uses a subtle, monochromatic color scheme 

that creates a sense of clarity and intuitiveness. 
3. Contrasting Accents: The Tata Nano's exterior and interior design use contrasting 

accents, such as chrome and silver, to create a sense of visual interest and depth. 

Space 
1. Negative Space: The Tata Nano's interior design provides a sense of negative space, 

creating a clear and uncluttered interface. 
2.  Positive Space: The car's exterior design has a subtle, rounded shape that creates a 

sense of positive space, fitting comfortably on Indian roads. 
3. Spatial Elements: The Tata Nano's interior design uses a range of spatial elements, 

including grids, typography, and icons, to create a sense of clarity, hierarchy, and visual 
interest. 

 By incorporating these design elements, the Tata Nano's design creates a unique and 
compelling visual identity that resonates with Indian consumers. 
 

1.2 Principles of Design   

The principles of design are the guidelines that govern the organization and arrangement 
of the elements of design. Understanding the principles of design is crucial for creating 
innovative and user-centered solutions. 

1. Balance: Balance refers to the arrangement of visual elements to create a sense of 
stability and equilibrium. Balance can be used to create prototypes, models, and 
simulations that communicate the user's needs, goals, and expectations. By balancing 
visual elements, designers can create a sense of calmness and serenity, guiding the 
user's attention through the composition. Balance is essential in design as it creates a 
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sense of order and stability. A balanced composition can engage the user and create a 
sense of visual flow. Designers can use balance to create a sense of symmetry or 
asymmetry, depending on the desired effect. Balance can also be used to create a 
sense of movement or energy in a composition. 

2. Proportion: Proportion refers to the relationship between the size and scale of different 
elements in a composition. Proportion can be used to create prototypes, models, and 
simulations that communicate the user's workflow, interactions, and experience. By 
using proportion effectively, designers can create a sense of harmony and coherence, 
making the composition more engaging and user-friendly. Proportion is essential in 
design as it creates a sense of hierarchy and visual flow. Designers can use proportion 
to create a sense of balance and stability in a composition. Proportion can also be used 
to create a sense of emphasis and visual interest. By using proportion effectively, 
designers can guide the user's attention and create a more engaging user experience. 

3. Emphasis: Emphasis refers to the focal point in a composition that draws the user's 
attention. Emphasis can be used to create prototypes, models, and simulations that 
communicate the user's goals, needs, and expectations. By creating emphasis, 
designers can guide the user's attention and create a sense of visual hierarchy. 
Emphasis is essential in design as it creates a sense of direction and focus. Designers 
can use emphasis to create a sense of drama and visual interest. Emphasis can also 
be used to create a sense of balance and stability in a composition. By using emphasis 
effectively, designers can engage the user and create a more memorable user 
experience. 

4. Movement: Movement refers to the sense of energy or motion in a composition. 
Movement can be used to create prototypes, models, and simulations that 
communicate the user's journey, workflow, and interactions. By creating movement, 
designers can create a sense of dynamism and energy, engaging the user and guiding 
their attention. Movement is essential in design as it creates a sense of visual flow and 
continuity. Designers can use movement to create a sense of emphasis and visual 
interest. Movement can also be used to create a sense of balance and stability in a 
composition. By using movement effectively, designers can create a more engaging 
and memorable user experience. 

5. Pattern: Pattern refers to the repetition of similar elements in a composition. Pattern 
can be used to create prototypes, models, and simulations that communicate the user's 
habits, routines, and behaviors. By using pattern effectively, designers can create a 
sense of unity and coherence, making the composition more engaging and user-
friendly. Pattern is essential in design as it creates a sense of visual flow and continuity. 
Designers can use pattern to create a sense of emphasis and visual interest. Pattern 
can also be used to create a sense of balance and stability in a composition. By using 
pattern effectively, designers can engage the user and create a more memorable user 
experience. 
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6. Unity: Unity refers to the sense of coherence and harmony in a composition. Unity can 
be used to create prototypes, models, and simulations that communicate the user's 
needs, goals, and expectations. By creating unity, designers can create a sense of 
visual flow and continuity, guiding the user's attention through the composition. Unity is 
essential in design as it creates a sense of order and stability. Designers can use unity 
to create a sense of emphasis and visual interest. Unity can also be used to create a 
sense of balance and stability in a composition. By using unity effectively, designers 
can engage the user and create a more memorable user experience. 

7. Contrast: Contrast refers to the use of different visual elements to create a sense of 
difference and visual interest. Contrast can be used to create prototypes, models, and 
simulations that communicate the user's attention, focus, and engagement. By using 
contrast effectively, designers can create a sense of visual hierarchy and emphasis, 
guiding the user's attention and creating a more engaging user experience. Contrast is 
essential in design as it creates a sense of visual interest and engagement. Designers 
can use contrast to create a sense of balance and stability in a composition. Contrast 
can also be used to create a sense of emphasis and visual interest. By using contrast 
effectively, designers can engage the user and create a more memorable user 
experience. 

Case Studies 

CS-1.4 The iPhone Design Revolution: Apple's Key Principles 

Apple's iPhone design is a masterclass in incorporating various principles of design to 
create a visually stunning and user-friendly product. Here's how Apple incorporates 
principles of design in the iPhone's design: 

Balance 
1. Symmetry: The iPhone's design features symmetry, with the screen centered and the 

buttons and ports balanced on either side. 
2. Visual weight: The weight of visual elements, such as the screen and the bezels, is 

balanced to create a sense of stability. 

Proportion 
1. Golden ratio: The iPhone's dimensions are designed using the golden ratio, creating a 

sense of harmony and proportion. 
2. Screen-to-body ratio: The screen size is proportional to the body, ensuring a 

comfortable and immersive viewing experience. 
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Emphasis 
1. Screen: The screen is the focal point, with a clear and prominent display. 
2. Buttons and controls: The buttons and controls are subtly designed to draw attention 

when needed. 

 

Movement 
1. Animations: Smooth animations guide the user through interactions, creating a sense of 

fluidity. 
2. Gesture-based navigation: Intuitive gestures facilitate navigation, enhancing the user 

experience. 

Pattern 
1. Repeating elements: Consistent design patterns, such as the use of rounded corners 

and minimalist typography, create a sense of cohesion. 
2. Icon design: Icons are designed with a consistent style, making them easily 

recognizable. 

Unity 
1. Consistent design language: The iPhone's design language is consistent across all 

models and generations, creating a sense of familiarity. 
2. Material selection: The use of premium materials, such as glass and metal, creates a 

sense of unity and sophistication. 

Contrast 
1. Color contrast: High contrast between the screen and the background ensures 

readability. 
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2. Visual contrast: Contrast between different design elements, such as buttons and the 
screen, creates visual interest. 

 By incorporating these principles of design, Apple has created a design that is both 
aesthetically pleasing and functional, contributing to the iPhone's massive success. 

CS-1.5 Inclusive Design at Google: Empowering Universal Access 

Google's design incorporates various principles of design to 
create a visually appealing and user-friendly experience. 
Here's how Google applies these principles: 

Balance 
1. Symmetry: Google's logo and homepage feature 

symmetry, creating a sense of balance and stability. 
2. Visual weight: The weight of visual elements, such as 

colors and typography, is balanced to create harmony. 

Proportion 
1. Golden ratio: Google's designers use the golden ratio to ensure proportions are 

harmonious and visually appealing. 
2. Consistent typography: Consistent typography ensures a sense of proportion and 

readability. 

Emphasis 
1. Color accents: Strategic use of color accents creates visual interest and emphasizes 

key design elements. 
2. Prominent calls-to-action: Clear calls-to-action (CTAs) guide the user's attention. 

Movement 
1. Animations: Subtle animations enhance the user experience and provide feedback. 
2. Dynamic icons: Dynamic icons, like the Google Chrome spinner, suggest movement 

and activity. 

Pattern 
1. Repeating elements: Consistent design patterns, such as the use of cards and grids, 

create a sense of cohesion. 
2.  Iconic designs: Iconic designs, like the Google Maps pin, feature repeating elements 

that become recognizable. 

 



 Chapter-1 | Introduction to Design Thinking 13 

Unity 
1. Consistent design language: Google's design language is consistent across products, 

creating a sense of familiarity. 
2. Brand identity: Google's design reinforces its brand identity through consistent 

typography, color, and imagery. 

Contrast 
1. Color contrast: High contrast between colors ensures readability and visual interest. 
2. Visual contrast: Contrast between different design elements, like buttons and 

backgrounds, creates visual hierarchy. 
Google's incorporation of these design principles contributes to: 
1. Improved user experience 
2.  Enhanced brand recognition 
3.  Increased engagement 
4.  Consistent design language across products. 
 By applying these principles, Google creates a cohesive and user-friendly design that 
supports its mission to "organize the world's information and make it universally accessible 
and useful.  

CS-1.6 The Tata Nano Design: A Study on Principles of Design 

The Tata Nano's design is a masterclass in 
incorporating various principles of design to 
create a visually appealing and functional 
product. Here's how Tata Motors incorporates 
principles of design in the Tata Nano's design: 

Balance 
1. Symmetry: The Tata Nano's design features 

symmetry, with the front grille centered and 
the headlights balanced on either side. 

2. Visual weight: The weight of visual elements, such as the body and the wheels, is 
balanced to create a sense of stability. 

Proportion 
1. Golden ratio: The Tata Nano's dimensions are designed using the golden ratio, creating 

a sense of harmony and proportion. 
2. Body-to-wheel ratio: The body size is proportional to the wheel size, ensuring a 

comfortable and stable ride. 
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Emphasis 
1. Front grille: The front grille is the focal point, with a bold and prominent design. 
2. Headlights: The headlights are subtly designed to draw attention when needed. 

Movement 
1. Sloping roofline: The sloping roofline creates a sense of movement and dynamism. 
2.  Curved lines: The curved lines of the body create a sense of fluidity and motion. 

Patten 
1.  Repeating elements: Consistent design patterns, such as the use of rounded corners 

and minimalist typography, create a sense of cohesion. 
2.  Grille design: The grille design is repeated throughout the car, creating a sense of unity 

and consistency. 

Unity 
1.  Consistent design language: The Tata Nano's design language is consistent across all 

models and variants, creating a sense of familiarity. 
2. Material selection: The use of durable and high-quality materials, such as steel and 

plastic, creates a sense of unity and reliability. 

Contrast 
1.  Color contrast: High contrast between the body color and the trim ensures visual 

appeal. 
2.  Visual contrast: Contrast between different design elements, such as the grille and the 

headlights, creates visual interest. 
 By incorporating these principles of design, Tata Motors has created a design that is 
both aesthetically pleasing and functional, contributing to the Tata Nano's success in the 
Indian market. 
 

1.3 Overview of Design Thinking   

Design Thinking is a human-centered approach to innovation that emphasizes empathy, 
creativity, and experimentation (Fig. 1.2). It involves understanding the user's needs, 
goals, and expectations, and using that understanding to create innovative and user-
centered solutions. Design Thinking promotes innovation by encouraging designers to 
think creatively, take risks, and experiment with new ideas. The process also involves 
iterating and refining ideas based on user feedback, which helps to identify and develop 
innovative solutions. 
 Design Thinking promotes innovation by encouraging designers to think creatively, take 
risks, and experiment with new ideas. The Design Thinking process also involves iterating 
and refining ideas based on user feedback, which helps to identify and develop innovative 
solutions. 
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Fig. 1.2  Design thinking process. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Some common challenges or obstacles that designers may face when applying Design 
Thinking include: resistance to change or new ideas, limited resources or budget, difficulty 
in empathizing with users, inability to iterate or refine ideas and lack of support or buy-in 
from stakeholders. The 6 phases in Design Thinking are  

1.  Empathy: Empathy is the ability to understand and share the feelings of others. In 
Design Thinking, empathy is used to understand the user's needs, goals, and 
expectations. Empathy can be used to create prototypes, models, and simulations that 
communicate the user's needs, goals, and expectations. Empathy plays a crucial role in 
Design Thinking by allowing designers to understand the needs, desires, and pain 
points of users. This understanding enables designers to create solutions that are 
tailored to the user's needs, rather than just technical or functional requirements. 

2.  Definition: Definition is the process of defining the problem or opportunity. In Design 
Thinking, definition involves identifying the user's needs, goals, and expectations, and 
defining the problem or opportunity. Definition can be used to create prototypes, 
models, and simulations that communicate the user's needs, goals, and expectations. 
Definition is a critical step in the process, as it helps designers to focus on the right 
problem and create solutions that meet the user's needs. 

3. Ideation: Ideation is the process of generating ideas. In Design Thinking, ideation 
involves generating a wide range of ideas, using techniques such as brainstorming, 
mind mapping, and SCAMPER. Ideation can be used to create prototypes, models, and 
simulations that communicate the user's needs, goals, and expectations. Ideation is a 
critical step in the Design Thinking process, as it helps designers to generate a wide 
range of ideas and identify potential solutions. 

4. Prototyping: Prototyping is the process of creating a prototype or model. In Design 
Thinking, prototyping involves creating a prototype or model that can be tested and 
refined. Prototyping can be used to create prototypes, models, and simulations that 
communicate the user's needs, goals, and expectations. Prototyping is a critical step in 
the process, as it helps designers to test and refine their ideas and create solutions that 
meet the user's needs. 
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5. Testing: Testing is the process of testing and refining the prototype or model. In Design 
Thinking, it involves testing the prototype or model with real users, and refining it based 
on the feedback. Testing can be used to create prototypes, models, and simulations 
that communicate the user's needs, goals, and expectations. It is a critical step in the 
process, as it helps designers to identify areas for improvement and create solutions 
that meet the user's needs. 

6. Implementation: To implement Design Thinking effectively, organizations should foster 
a culture that encourages empathy, creativity, and experimentation. This can be 
achieved by providing training and resources to designers and stakeholders, 
encouraging cross-functional collaboration, and embracing a mindset that values user-
centered design and continuous iteration. By doing so, organizations can harness the 
power of Design Thinking to drive innovation and create solutions that meet the needs 
of their users.  

 By incorporating Design Thinking into their work, designers can create solutions that 
are both innovative and user-centered, ultimately driving business success and user 
satisfaction. 

Case Studies 

CS-1.7  Apple's iPod: A Design Thinking Success Story 

In 2001, Apple revolutionized the music industry with the launch 
of the iPod. The iPod's success can be attributed to Apple's 
Design Thinking approach, which put the user at the center of 
the design process. In this case study, we'll explore how Apple 
applied Design Thinking principles to create a groundbreaking 
product. 

Empathize 
Apple's design team, led by Jonathan Ive, conducted extensive 
user research to understand how people listened to music. 
They discovered that users wanted a portable music player that 
was easy to use, had a large music library, and was stylish. 
The team also identified pain points with existing music players, 
such as complicated interfaces and limited storage capacity. 
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Define 
Based on their research findings, Apple defined the problem statement: "Design a portable 
music player that is easy to use, has a large music library, and is stylish." The team also 
established key design principles, including simplicity, elegance, and user-friendliness. 

Ideate 
Apple's design team brainstormed a wide range of ideas for the iPod, including different 
form factors, user interfaces, and features. They explored various materials, such as 
stainless steel and plastic, and considered different sizes and shapes. The team also 
experimented with different user interface concepts, including the now-iconic click wheel. 

Prototype 
Apple created numerous prototypes of the iPod, testing and refining the design, user 
interface, and features. The team worked closely with engineers to ensure that the design 
was feasible and functional. The prototypes were tested with real users, gathering 
feedback and iterating on the design. 

Test 
The final iPod prototype was tested with a larger group of users, gathering feedback and 
making final refinements. The team also conducted usability testing to ensure that the iPod 
was easy to use. 

Launch 
The iPod was launched in 2001, revolutionizing the music industry. The device's sleek 
design, user-friendly interface, and large music library made it an instant success. 
 The iPod's success can be attributed to Apple's Design Thinking approach, which put 
the user at the center of the design process. By empathizing with users, defining the 
problem statement, ideating solutions, prototyping, testing, and launching the product, 
Apple created a groundbreaking product that changed the music industry forever.  

CS-1.8 Google Maps: A Design Thinking Case Study 

In 2005, Google launched Google Maps, a revolutionary mapping service that changed the 
way people navigate. Google Maps' success can be attributed to Google's Design Thinking 
approach, which puts the user at the center of the design process. In this case study, we'll 
explore how Google applied Design Thinking principles to create a ground breaking 
product. 
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Empathize  
Google's design team conducted extensive user 
research to understand how people used maps. They 
discovered that users wanted a mapping service that 
was interactive, accurate, and provided real-time traffic 
updates. The team also identified pain points with 
existing mapping services, such as static images, 
limited zooming capabilities, and lack of real-time 
information. 

Define 
Based on their research findings, Google defined the 
problem statement: "Design a mapping service that is 
interactive, accurate, and provides real-time traffic 
updates." The team also established key design 
principles, including simplicity, ease of use, and 
relevance. 

Ideate 
Google's design team brainstormed a wide range of 
ideas for Google Maps, including different mapping 
styles, navigation features, and integration with other 
Google services. They explored various technologies, 
such as AJAX and satellite imaging, to create an 
interactive and dynamic mapping experience. 

Prototype 
Google created numerous prototypes of Google Maps, 
testing and refining the design, user interface, and features. The team worked closely with 
engineers to ensure that the design was feasible and functional. 

Test 
The final Google Maps prototype was tested with a large group of users, gathering 
feedback and making final refinements. The team also conducted usability testing to 
ensure that Google Maps was easy to use. 

Launch 
Google Maps was launched in 2005, revolutionizing the way people navigate. The 
service's interactive interface, accurate maps, and real-time traffic updates made it an 
instant success. 
 Google Maps' success can be attributed to Google's Design Thinking approach, which 
put the user at the center of the design process. By empathizing with users, defining the 
problem statement, ideating solutions, prototyping, testing, and launching the product, 
Google created a ground breaking product that changed the way people navigate. 
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CS-1.9 Tata Nano: A Case Study in Design Thinking and Innovation 

In 2009, Tata Motors revolutionized the Indian automotive industry with the launch of the 
Tata Nano, a car that embodied the principles of Design Thinking and Innovation. 

Empathize 
1. User research: Tata Motors conducted extensive user research to understand the 

needs, preferences, and behaviors of low-income families in India. 
2. Customer interviews: The company conducted in-depth interviews.  
3. Observation: Tata Motors' design team observed how people used public 

transportation, walked, or cycled in urban and rural areas. 
4. Surveys and feedback: The company collected feedback through surveys, focus 

groups, and online forums to gather insights into their daily lives, challenges, and 
aspirations. 

Define 
1. Problem statement: Based on the research findings, Tata Motors defined the problem 

statement as: "Design an affordable, safe, and desirable car for the Indian masses." 
2. Design criteria: The company established clear design criteria, including a price point of 

Rs. 1 lakh (approximately USD 1,500), a fuel-efficient engine, and a compact design. 
3. User personas: Tata Motors created user personas to represent the target audience, 

including their needs, goals, and behaviors. 
4. Journey mapping: The company created journey maps to visualize the customer's 

experience, from purchasing to owning and maintaining the vehicle. 

Ideate 
1. Brainstorming: Tata Motors' design team conducted brainstorming sessions to generate 

a wide range of ideas for the Nano. 
2. Mind mapping: The team created mind maps to visualize and connect ideas, identifying 

patterns and relationships. 
3. SCAMPER: Tata Motors used the SCAMPER technique (Substitute, Combine, Adapt, 

Modify, Put to Another Use, Eliminate, and Rearrange) to generate new ideas by 
modifying existing ones. 

4. Prototyping: The company created low-fidelity prototypes to test and refine their ideas. 

Prototype 
1. Rapid prototyping: Tata Motors used rapid prototyping techniques to quickly test and 

refine the design of the Nano. 
2.  Scale models: The company created scale models to test the vehicle's proportions, 

shape, and features. 
3.  Functional prototypes: Tata Motors built functional prototypes to test the vehicle's 

performance, safety, and reliability. 
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4.  User testing: The company conducted user testing to gather feedback on the prototypes 
and refine the design. 

Test 
1. Validation: Tata Motors validated the final design of the Nano through extensive testing, 

including safety tests, performance tests, and customer clinics. 
2.  Pilot production: The company produced a small batch of Nanos to test the 

manufacturing process and identify any issues. 
3.  Customer feedback: Tata Motors gathered feedback from customers who test-drove the 

Nano, incorporating their suggestions into the final design. 
4.  Launch preparation: The company prepared for the launch of the Nano, including 

training dealers, developing marketing campaigns, and establishing a customer support 
network. 

User-Centered Design 
1. Customer involvement: Tata Motors involved potential customers in the design process 

through surveys, focus groups, and one-on-one interviews. 
2. User research: The company conducted extensive user research to understand the 

needs, preferences, and behaviors of low-income families in India. 

Co-Creation 
1. Collaboration with suppliers: Tata Motors collaborated with suppliers to co-create 

innovative solutions for reducing costs and improving efficiency. 
2. Partnerships with startups: The company partnered with startups and small businesses 

to leverage their expertise and innovative ideas. 

Iterative Design 
1. Rapid prototyping: Tata Motors used rapid prototyping techniques to quickly test and 

refine the design of the Nano. 
2. Continuous feedback: The company gathered continuous feedback from customers, 

dealers, and suppliers to refine the design and make improvements. 

Sustainability and Affordability 
1. Affordable design: Tata Motors focused on creating an affordable design that met the 

needs of low-income families in India. 
2. Sustainable manufacturing: The company implemented sustainable manufacturing 

practices to reduce waste, minimize environmental impact, and optimize resource 
utilization. 

Innovation and Risk-Taking 
1. Innovative materials: Tata Motors explored the use of innovative materials, such as 

plastic and aluminum, to reduce the weight and cost of the Nano. 
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2. New manufacturing processes: The company developed new manufacturing processes, 
such as the use of robotic welding, to improve efficiency and reduce costs. 

 By embracing Design Thinking principles, Tata Motors was able to create a game-
changing product that disrupted the Indian automotive market and transformed the 
company's fortunes. 
 

1.4 History of Design Thinking   

Design Thinking is a human-centered approach to innovation that emphasizes empathy, 
creativity, and experimentation. It has a rich history that spans several decades, and has 
evolved over time through the contributions of many designers, thinkers, and innovators. 

1. Early Beginnings: 1950s-1960s: The concept of Design Thinking has its roots in the 
1950s and 1960s, when designers such as Charles Eames, Buckminster Fuller, and 
Victor Papanek began to explore the relationship between design and social change. 

2. The Emergence of Human-Centered Design: 1970s-1980s: In the 1970s and 1980s, 
designers such as Don Norman, Peter Drucker, and Herbert Simon began to develop 
the concept of human-centered design. This approach emphasized the importance of 
understanding the needs and behaviors of users in the design process. 

3. The Rise of Design Thinking: 1990s-2000s: In the 1990s and 2000s, Design Thinking 
began to emerge as a distinct approach to innovation. Designers such as David Kelley, 
Tim Brown, and Roger Martin began to develop and promote Design Thinking as a 
methodology for innovation. 

4. The Popularization of Design Thinking: 2010s-Present: In the 2010s, Design 
Thinking began to gain widespread popularity, with many companies and organizations 
adopting it as a key approach to innovation. The publication of books such as "Design 
Thinking" by Nigel Cross and "Change by Design" by Tim Brown helped to further 
popularize the approach. 

5. Key Figures in the History of Design Thinking: Design Thinking owes its success to 
a group of influential thinkers and designers (Fig. 1.3) who have contributed to its 
development over the years - let's explore their stories. 
 Charles Eames: Eames was a designer and filmmaker who was known for his 

human-centered approach to design. 
 Buckminster Fuller: Fuller was a designer, inventor, and philosopher who was known 

for his emphasis on design as a tool for social change. 
 Victor Papanek: Papanek was a designer and educator who was known for his 

emphasis on design as a tool for social change. 
 Don Norman: Norman is a designer and author who is known for his work on human-

centered design. 
 David Kelley: Kelley is a designer and entrepreneur who is known for his work on 

Design Thinking. 
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 Tim Brown: Brown is a designer and author who is known for his work on Design 
Thinking. 

 Roger Martin: Martin is a designer and author who is known for his work on Design 
Thinking. 

    
Charles Eames Buckminster Fuller Victor Papanek Don Norman 

Fig. 1.3  Pioneers of design thinking. 

6. Key Events in the History of Design Thinking: The history of Design Thinking is a 
story of transformation, from a niche approach to a global phenomenon that has 
revolutionized the way companies innovate. 
 1950s: The Emergence of Human-Centered Design: Designers such as Charles 

Eames and Buckminster Fuller begin to explore the relationship between design and 
social change. 

 1970s: The Development of Human-Centered Design: Designers such as Don 
Norman and Peter Drucker begin to develop the concept of human-centered design. 

 1990s: The Emergence of Design Thinking: Designers such as David Kelley and Tim 
Brown begin to develop and promote Design Thinking as a methodology for 
innovation. 

 2000s: The Popularization of Design Thinking: Design Thinking begins to gain 
widespread popularity, with many companies and organizations adopting it as a key 
approach to innovation. 

 2010s: The Mainstreaming of Design Thinking: Design Thinking becomes a 
mainstream approach to innovation, with many companies and organizations using it 
to drive growth and innovation. 

 The history of Design Thinking is a rich and complex one, spanning several decades 
and involving the contributions of many designers, thinkers, and innovators. From its early 
beginnings in the 1950s and 1960s, to its emergence as a distinct approach to innovation 
in the 1990s and 2000s, has evolved over time to become a key approach to innovation 
and growth. 
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Case Studies 

CS-1.10 Designing Innovation: A History of Design Thinking at Apple 

Apple's history with Design Thinking dates back to the 
1980s, when Steve Jobs first introduced the concept of 
design-driven innovation to the company. Here's a brief 
overview of the history of Design Thinking at Apple: 
1980s: Steve Jobs and the Early Days of Design 
Thinking 
Steve Jobs, who co-founded Apple in 1976, was 
instrumental in introducing Design Thinking to the company. 
In the 1980s, Jobs worked closely with designer Hartmut 
Esslinger to develop the "Snow White" design language, 
which emphasized simplicity, elegance, and user-
friendliness. 
1990s: The Return of Steve Jobs and the Rise of Jonathan Ive 
In 1997, Steve Jobs returned to Apple after a 12-year absence. Jobs brought with him a 
renewed focus on Design Thinking, which he believed was essential to creating innovative 
and user-friendly products. During this period, Jonathan Ive, a British designer, joined 
Apple and became a key player in shaping the company's design language. 
2000s: The iPod and the Rise of Design-Driven Innovation 
The iPod, launched in 2001, was a game-changer for Apple. The device's sleek design, 
user-friendly interface, and innovative scroll wheel set a new standard for portable music 
players. The iPod's success marked a turning point for Apple, as the company began to 
focus more intently on design-driven innovation. 
2007: The iPhone and the Era of Mobile-First Design 
The iPhone, launched in 2007, revolutionized the smartphone industry. The device's multi-
touch interface, mobile app store, and sleek design set a new standard for mobile devices. 
The iPhone's success marked the beginning of the mobile-first era, where Design Thinking 
played a critical role in shaping the user experience. 
2010s: The Evolution of Design Thinking at Apple 
Under the leadership of Tim Cook, who took over as CEO in 2011, Apple continued to 
evolve its Design Thinking approach. The company expanded its design team, introduced 
new design tools and methodologies, and emphasized the importance of user experience 
and sustainability in its design process. 
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 Today, Design Thinking remains at the heart of Apple's innovation strategy. The 
company's commitment to design-driven innovation has enabled it to create a range of 
ground breaking products, from the Macintosh computer to the Apple Watch. 

CS-1.11 Designing Innovation: A History of Design Thinking at Google 

At Google, Design Thinking is not just a methodology, but a mindset that has shaped the 
company's culture and approach to innovation. 

Early 2000s: Google's Founding Principles 
Google's founders, Larry Page and Sergey Brin, instilled a culture of innovation and user-
centricity from the company's early days. The company's founding principles, such as 
"Focus on the user and all else will follow," laid the groundwork for Design Thinking at 
Google. 
2004: The Emergence of Google's Design Team 
Google's design team was formally established in 2004, with the hiring of Marissa Mayer, 
who would later become the company's Vice President of Search Products and User 
Experience. 
2006: The Introduction of Google's 20% Time 
Google introduced its famous "20% time" policy, which allowed engineers to dedicate 20% 
of their work time to side projects. This policy encouraged experimentation, innovation, and 
Design Thinking. 
2009: The Launch of Google's Design Lab 
Google launched its Design Lab, a dedicated space for designers to experiment, 
collaborate, and innovate. The Design Lab played a crucial role in developing Google's 
design language and promoting Design Thinking across the company. 
2011: The Introduction of Google's Design Principles 
Google introduced its design principles, which emphasized simplicity, ease of use, and 
user-centricity. These principles guided Google's design decisions and reinforced the 
company's commitment to Design Thinking. 
2013: The Launch of Google's Material Design 
Google launched Material Design, a design language that emphasized simplicity, 
consistency, and user experience. Material Design was a major milestone in Google's 
design journey and reflected the company's deep commitment to Design Thinking. 
2015: The Establishment of Google's Design Team as a Core Function 
Google's design team was formally established as a core function within the company, 
reporting directly to CEO Sundar Pichai. This move reflected Google's recognition of 
Design Thinking as a critical component of its innovation strategy. 
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 Today, Design Thinking is deeply ingrained in Google's culture, driving innovation and 
user experience across the company's products and services. 

CS-1.12 Design Thinking in Tata: Innovation and Customer 

Design Thinking has a rich history in Tata companies, dating back to the 1990s. Here's an 
overview: 

Early Adoption (1990s-2000s) 
1. Tata Steel: In the 1990s, Tata Steel was one of the first Tata companies to adopt 

Design Thinking. They collaborated with the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) to 
develop innovative solutions for their steel manufacturing processes. 

2. Tata Consultancy Services (TCS): In the early 2000s, TCS began exploring Design 
Thinking as a way to enhance their software development processes. They partnered 
with design firms like IDEO to learn from their expertise. 

Expansion and Integration (2005-2010) 
1. Tata Motors: The development of the Tata Nano (2005-2009) was a landmark project 

that showcased Design Thinking in action. The team used Design Thinking principles to 
create an affordable, safe, and desirable car for the Indian masses. 

2. Tata Group's Design Initiative: In 2007, the Tata Group launched a design initiative to 
promote Design Thinking across its companies. This initiative aimed to foster a culture 
of innovation, customer-centricity, and design excellence. 

Institutionalization and Growth (2010-Present) 
1. Tata Group's Design Office: In 2011, the Tata Group established a Design Office to 

oversee design strategy and implementation across its companies. The Design Office 
provides design guidance, resources, and expertise to Tata companies. 

2. Design Thinking Training Programs: Tata companies have introduced training programs 
for their employees. These programs aim to develop Design Thinking skills, encourage 
innovation, and foster a customer-centric mindset. 

3. Design-Led Innovation: Today, Design Thinking is an integral part of the innovation 
process in many Tata companies. Design-led innovation initiatives focus on creating 
new products, services, and experiences that meet the evolving needs of customers. 

Key Takeaways 
1.  Early Mover Advantage: Tata companies recognized the potential of early on, which 

gave them a competitive edge in innovation and customer-centricity. 
2. Cross-Functional Collaboration: Design Thinking has fostered collaboration between 

design, engineering, marketing, and other functions within Tata companies. 
3. Customer-Centricity: Design Thinking has helped Tata companies develop a deeper 

understanding of their customers' needs, preferences, and behaviors. 
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4. Institutionalization: The establishment of design offices, training programs, and design-
led innovation initiatives has ensured the sustained adoption of Design Thinking within 
Tata companies. 

Expansion of Design Thinking Across Tata Companies 
1. Tata Elxsi: Tata Elxsi, a design and technology company, was acquired by the Tata 

Group in 2006. Tata Elxsi has played a significant role in promoting across Tata 
companies. 

2. Tata Interactive Systems: Tata Interactive Systems, a leading developer of educational 
and training solutions, has also adopted to create innovative learning experiences. 

3. Tata Capital: Tata Capital, a financial services company, has used to develop customer-
centric financial products and services. 

Key Design Thinking Initiatives 
1. Tata Design Forum: The Tata Design Forum is a platform that brings together 

designers, innovators, and thought leaders to share knowledge, ideas, and best 
practices in Design Thinking. 

2. Design Innovation Awards: The Tata Group has established the Design Innovation 
Awards to recognize and reward innovative design solutions developed by Tata 
companies. 

3. Design Thinking Workshops: Tata companies have conducted numerous Design 
Thinking workshops and training programs to develop Design Thinking skills among 
employees.  

Impact of Design Thinking on Tata Companies 
1. Innovation: Design Thinking has led to the development of innovative products, 

services, and experiences across Tata companies. 
2. Customer-Centricity: Design Thinking has helped Tata companies develop a deeper 

understanding of their customers' needs, preferences, and behaviors. 
3. Collaboration: Design Thinking has fostered collaboration between design, engineering, 

marketing, and other functions within Tata companies. 
4. Competitive Advantage: The adoption of Design Thinking has given Tata companies a 

competitive edge in innovation, customer-centricity, and design excellence. 

Future Directions 
1. Digital Transformation: Tata companies are leveraging Design Thinking to drive digital 

transformation and develop innovative digital solutions. 
2. Sustainability: Design Thinking is being used to develop sustainable products, services, 

and experiences that minimize environmental impact. 
3. Social Impact: Tata companies are applying Design Thinking to develop solutions that 

address social and environmental challenges in India and globally. 
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1.5 New Materials in Industry 

New materials are revolutionizing industries and transforming the way we live and work. 
From sustainable materials to advanced composites, new materials are enabling 
innovation and driving growth. Design Thinking is a human-centered approach to 
innovation that emphasizes empathy, creativity, and experimentation. In this account, we 
will explore new materials in industry from a Design Thinking perspective. 
1. Sustainable Materials: Sustainable materials are playing a crucial role in reducing 

waste and minimizing environmental impact (Fig. 1.4). Designers are using recycled 
plastics to create innovative products, reducing the amount of waste in landfills and 
oceans. Bamboo is another highly renewable and versatile material used in products 
like furniture and textiles. Additionally, cork is a sustainable, lightweight material used in 
applications like insulation and flooring. 

 

Fig. 1.4  Most common sustainable materials. 

2. Advanced Composites: Advanced composites are transforming industries like 
aerospace, automotive, and sports equipment (Fig. 1.5). Carbon fiber is a strong, 
lightweight material used in applications where high performance is critical. 
Nanomaterials have unique properties, making them ideal for applications like energy 
storage and water purification. Metamaterials are engineered materials with properties 
not found in nature, used in industries like aerospace and defence. 
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Fig. 1.5  Industrial applications of advanced composites. 

3. Smart Materials: Smart materials are changing the way we interact with products and 
environments (Fig. 1.6). Shape-memory alloys change shape in response to 
temperature changes, used in applications like medical devices. Electroactive polymers 
respond to electrical stimuli, used in applications like sensors and actuators. Self-
healing materials can repair themselves, used in applications like coatings and 
adhesives. 

 

(a)  An “animated lamp” designed by Romolo Stanco that uses shape-memory alloy to change its shape 
whenever it’s turned on and off (b) NiTi NOL wire 

Fig. 1.6  Applications of smart materials. 

4. Nanomaterials: Nanomaterials are having a significant impact on various industries  
(Fig. 1.7). In energy storage, nanomaterials improve battery performance and efficiency. 
In water purification, nanomaterials are used to remove contaminants and pollutants 
from water. In biomedical devices, nanomaterials are used in medical implants, 
diagnostic tools, and drug delivery systems. 



 Chapter-1 | Introduction to Design Thinking 29 

 

Fig. 1.7  Industrial applications of nanomaterials. 

Case Studies 

CS-1.13 Apple's Sustainable Design: Recycled Materials 

Apple, one of the world's leading technology companies, has 
made significant strides in reducing its environmental footprint. 
One of the key initiatives in this effort is the use of recycled 
materials in their products. This case study will examine Apple's 
environmental efforts with recycled materials, focusing on the 
use of recycled aluminum in the MacBook Air. 

Background 
Electronic waste (e-waste) is a growing concern globally, with millions of tons of electronic 
devices being discarded every year. The production of new electronic devices also has a 
significant environmental impact, from the mining of raw materials to the energy 
consumption during manufacturing. 
 Apple has recognized the need to reduce its environmental footprint and has made a 
commitment to be more sustainable. One of the ways the company is achieving this goal is 
by using recycled materials in its products. 

The Use of Recycled Aluminum in the MacBook Air 
In 2018, Apple announced that the new MacBook Air would be made with 100% recycled 
aluminum. This was a significant milestone for the company, as it marked the first time a 
Mac product had been made with fully recycled aluminum. 
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 The use of recycled aluminum in the MacBook Air has several environmental benefits. 
Firstly, it reduces the need for primary aluminum production, which is a energy-intensive 
process. Secondly, it helps to conserve natural resources by reusing materials that would 
otherwise be discarded. 
 The recycled aluminum used in the MacBook Air is sourced from a variety of places, 
including old aluminum products, such as bicycles and airplanes. The aluminum is then 
melted down and reformed into the necessary components for the MacBook Air. 

Benefits of Using Recycled Materials 
The use of recycled materials in Apple's products has several benefits, both for the 
environment and for the company itself. Some of the key benefits include: 
1. Reduced environmental impact: By using recycled materials, Apple reduces the need 

for primary production, which helps to conserve natural resources and reduce energy 
consumption. 

2. Cost savings: Using recycled materials can be more cost-effective than using primary 
materials. 

3. Increased customer loyalty: Apple's commitment to sustainability and environmental 
responsibility can help to increase customer loyalty and attract new customers who 
share these values. 

Challenges and Limitations 
While Apple's use of recycled materials in its products is a significant step forward, there 
are still challenges and limitations to be addressed. Some of the key challenges include: 
1. Availability of recycled materials: The availability of high-quality recycled materials can 

be limited, which can make it difficult for Apple to meet its sustainability goals. 
2.  Cost: While using recycled materials can be cost-effective in some cases, it can also be 

more expensive than using primary materials. 
3.  Quality: Ensuring that recycled materials meet the same quality standards as primary 

materials can be a challenge. 
 Apple's use of recycled materials in its products, such as the MacBook Air, is a 
significant step forward in the company's efforts to reduce its environmental footprint. By 
using recycled aluminum, Apple reduces the need for primary production, conserves 
natural resources, and decreases energy consumption. 
 While there are still challenges and limitations to be addressed, Apple's commitment to 
sustainability and environmental responsibility is clear. As the company continues to 
innovate and push the boundaries of what is possible with recycled materials, it is likely 
that we will see even more exciting developments in the future. 
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CS-1.14 Google's Autonomous Vehicles: Material Innovation 

Google's Self-Driving Car Project, now known as 
Waymo, has been at the forefront of autonomous 
vehicle technology since 2009. One of the key 
factors in the project's success has been the use 
of advanced materials in the design and 
construction of the self-driving cars. This analysis 
will explore how Google's Self-Driving Car Project 
utilized advanced materials like carbon fiber and 
aluminum to create a lightweight and durable 
vehicle. 

The Need for Advanced Materials 
Autonomous vehicles require a unique set of characteristics, including lightweight 
construction, high strength-to-weight ratio, and advanced safety features. To achieve these 
requirements, Google's Self-Driving Car Project turned to advanced materials like carbon 
fiber and aluminum. 

Carbon Fiber 
Carbon fiber is a lightweight, high-strength material that is widely used in the aerospace 
and automotive industries. Google's Self-Driving Car Project used carbon fiber to create 
the vehicle's chassis, body panels, and other structural components. The use of carbon 
fiber provided several benefits, including: 
1. Weight reduction: Carbon fiber is significantly lighter than traditional materials like steel 

and aluminum, which helped to reduce the overall weight of the vehicle. 
2.  Increased strength: Carbon fiber has a high strength-to-weight ratio, which made it an 

ideal material for the vehicle's structural components. 
3. Improved safety: Carbon fiber's high strength and stiffness helped to absorb and 

distribute crash forces, improving the vehicle's safety performance. 

Aluminum 
Aluminum is another lightweight material that was used extensively in Google's Self-
Driving Car Project. The vehicle's body panels, chassis components, and other structural 
elements were made from aluminum alloys. The use of aluminum provided several 
benefits, including: 
1. Weight reduction: Aluminum is significantly lighter than steel, which helped to reduce 

the overall weight of the vehicle. 
2. Corrosion resistance: Aluminum has a natural oxide layer that provides excellent 

corrosion resistance, which helped to extend the vehicle's lifespan. 
3. Improved safety: Aluminum's high strength-to-weight ratio and ability to absorb crash 

forces helped to improve the vehicle's safety performance. 
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Other Advanced Materials 
In addition to carbon fiber and aluminum, Google's Self-Driving Car Project also utilized 
other advanced materials, including: 
1. Advanced high-strength steel: This material was used in the vehicle's chassis and body 

structure to provide high strength and stiffness while minimizing weight. 
2. Polycarbonate and acrylic plastics: These materials were used in the vehicle's body 

panels and glazing to provide lightweight, impact-resistant, and optically clear 
components. 

3. Advanced composites: These materials were used in the vehicle's chassis and body 
structure to provide high strength, stiffness, and impact resistance while minimizing 
weight. 

 Google's Self-Driving Car Project's use of advanced materials like carbon fiber, 
aluminum, and other lightweight materials has been instrumental in creating a lightweight 
and durable vehicle. The use of these materials has provided several benefits, including 
weight reduction, increased strength, and improved safety. As the autonomous vehicle 
industry continues to evolve, the use of advanced materials will play an increasingly 
important role in shaping the future of transportation. 

CS-1.15 Tata Nano's Innovative Materials: Sustainable Leap 

The Tata Nano, launched in 2009, was a ground breaking vehicle that showcased 
innovative design and engineering solutions to achieve affordability and efficiency. One of 
the key strategies employed by Tata Motors was the use of new materials to reduce 
weight, cost, and environmental impact. Here are some examples of new materials used in 
the Tata Nano: 
1. Plastic body panels: The Tata Nano featured plastic body panels, which reduced the 

vehicle's weight and manufacturing costs. The plastic panels were also more resistant 
to corrosion and scratches. 

2. Aluminum engine block: The Nano's engine block was made of aluminum, which 
reduced weight and improved fuel efficiency. Aluminum also has a higher strength-to-
weight ratio than traditional metals, making it an ideal choice for the engine block. 

3. Fiber-reinforced polymer (FRP) components: Tata Motors used FRP components, such 
as dashboard trim and door panels, to reduce weight and cost. FRP materials also 
offered improved durability and resistance to scratches. 

4. High-strength steel: The Tata Nano's chassis and body structure were made from high-
strength steel, which provided excellent strength-to-weight ratio and helped reduce the 
vehicle's overall weight. 

5. Recycled materials: Tata Motors incorporated recycled materials in the Nano's 
production, such as recycled plastic and steel. This approach helped reduce waste, 
minimize environmental impact, and lower production costs. 
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6. Lightweight composites: The Nano's interior components, such as the seat frames and 
door trims, were made from lightweight composites. These materials reduced weight, 
improved fuel efficiency, and enhanced the vehicle's overall performance. 

The use of new materials in the Tata Nano achieved several benefits: 
1. Weight reduction: The Nano's lightweight design improved fuel efficiency, reduced 

emissions, and enhanced overall performance. 
2. Cost savings: The use of new materials and manufacturing processes helped reduce 

production costs, making the Nano an affordable option for Indian consumers. 
3. Environmental benefits: The incorporation of recycled materials, lightweight composites, 

and environmentally friendly manufacturing processes minimized the Nano's ecological 
footprint. 

 The innovative use of new materials in the Tata Nano demonstrated Tata Motors' 
commitment to sustainable design, affordability, and customer-centricity. 
 

ASSIGNMENTS 

 1. Design a mobile app that incorporates various elements of design, such as lines, 
shapes, forms, texture, color, and space. The app should be user-centered and 
aesthetically pleasing. 

 2. Create a brand identity for a new company that incorporates various elements of 
design, such as lines, shapes, forms, texture, color, and space. The brand identity 
should be consistent and user-centered. 

 3. Design a product that incorporates various elements of design, such as lines, 
shapes, forms, texture, color, and space. The product should be functional and 
aesthetically pleasing. 

 4. Design a mobile app that incorporates various principles of design, such as balance, 
proportion, emphasis, movement, pattern, unity, and contrast. 

 5. Create a brand identity for a new company that incorporates various principles of 
design, such as balance, proportion, emphasis, movement, pattern, unity, and 
contrast. 

 6. Design a product that incorporates various principles of design, such as balance, 
proportion, emphasis, movement, pattern, unity, and contrast. 

 7. Design a mobile app that incorporates the principles of Design Thinking. 
 8. Create a brand identity for a new company that incorporates the principles of Design 

Thinking. 
 9. Design a product that incorporates the principles of Design Thinking. 
 10. Research the history of Design Thinking and create a timeline of key events and 

milestones. 
 11. Create a presentation on the history and principles of Design Thinking. 
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 12. Write a case study on the contributions of a pioneer of Design Thinking   to the field. 
 13. Design a product using a new material such as graphene, nanomaterials, or 

advanced composites. 
 14. Develop a sustainable material that can be used to create environmentally friendly 

products. 
 15. Create a case study on the use of new materials in industry, such as the use of 3D 

printing in aerospace. 
 16. Explain the core principles of Design Thinking and how they apply to real-world 

problems. 

MCQs 
1. Which of the following is NOT an element of design? 
    a) Line b) Shape c) Color d) Functionality 
2. What is the primary purpose of the "Line" element in design? 
 a) To create texture   b) To define shape    
 c) To add color   d) To create   movement 
3. Which element of design is responsible for creating a sense of depth and distance? 
 a) Color b) Texture c) Shape d) Space     
4. What is the term for the way elements are arranged to create a sense of balance and 

harmony? 
      a) Proportion b) Emphasis c) Movement d) Composition 
5. Which element of design is used to create a sense of unity and coherence? 
 a) Color b) Texture c) Shape d) Pattern 
6. Which principle of design refers to the way elements are arranged to create a sense 

of stability and balance? 
 a) Proportion b) Emphasis c) Movement d) Balance 
7. What is the primary goal of the principle of emphasis in design? 
 a) To create a sense of harmony        
 b) To draw attention to a particular element 
 c) To create a sense of balance            
 d) To create a sense of movement 
8. Which principle of design refers to the way elements are arranged to create a sense 

of energy and motion? 
      a) Proportion b) Emphasis c) Movement d) Pattern 
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9. What is the primary goal of the principle of unity in design? 
 a) To create a sense of contrast b) To create a sense of harmony 
 c) To create a sense of balance d) To create a sense of emphasis 
10. Which principle of design refers to the way elements are arranged to create a sense 

of proportion and scale? 
 a) Proportion b) Emphasis c) Movement d) Balance 
11. What is the primary goal of Design Thinking? 
 a) To create a new product b) To solve complex problems 
 c) To improve user experience d) To reduce costs 
12. Which of the following is a key principle of Design Thinking? 
 a) Focus on technology   b) Emphasize aesthetics   
 c) Empathize with users   d) Prioritize efficiency 
13. What is the first stage of the Design Thinking process? 
 a) Ideation b) Prototyping c) Empathize d) Define 
14. Which of the following is a benefit of Design Thinking? 
 a) Increased costs   b) Reduced innovation   
 c) Improved user satisfaction d) Decreased efficiency 
15. Who is credited with popularizing the Design Thinking approach? 
 a) Tim Brown b) David Kelley c) Roger Martin d) IDEO 
16. Who is credited with coining the term “Design Thinking”? 
 a) Herbert Simon   b) Peter Rowe     
 c) Nigel Cross   d) Tim Brown 
17. Which of the following designers is known for his work on the design process and is 

considered one of the founders of Design Thinking? 
 a) Charles Eames   b) Buckminster Fuller     
 c) Herbert Simon   d) Peter Rowe 
18. What was the name of the design firm founded by David Kelley and Mike Nuttall in 

1991, which played a significant role in popularizing Design Thinking? 
     a) IDEO b) Frog Design c) Smart Design d) Continuum 
19. Which of the following books is considered a seminal work on Design Thinking? 
 a) “The Sciences of the Artificial” by Herbert Simon 
 b) “Design Thinking” by Nigel Cross 
 c) “Change by Design” by Tim Brown 
 d) “Designing for Emotion” by Aarron Walter 
20. Who is the founder of the Stanford d.school, which has played a significant role in 

promoting Design Thinking? 
 a) David Kelley b) Tim Brown c) Peter Rowe d) Nigel Cross 
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21. Which of the following new materials is being used in the aerospace industry due to 
its high strength-to-weight ratio? 

 a) Carbon fiber b) Nanomaterials c) Graphene d) Biomaterials 
22. What is the primary advantage of using bioplastics in product design? 
 a) Reduced cost   b) Increased durability  
 c) Improved sustainability    d) Enhanced aesthetics 
23. Which of the following companies is using Design Thinking to develop new materials 

and products? 
      a) IDEO   b) Nike     
 c) Patagonia   d) All of the above 
24. What is the role of empathy in the development of new materials in industry? 
 a) To understand the technical properties of materials 
 b) To identify market trends and opportunities 
 c) To understand the needs and desires of users 
 d) To reduce production costs 
25. Which of the following new materials is being used in the medical industry due to its 

biocompatibility and ability to promote tissue growth? 
 a) Nanomaterials   b) Graphene  
 c) Biomaterials   d) Smart materials 
26. What is the primary focus of Design Thinking? 
      a) Technology   b) Business  
 c) Human-centered design d) Cost reduction 
27. Which of the following is a key principle of Design Thinking? 
      a) Analysis   b) Empathy  
 c) Optimization   d) Standardization 
28. What is the purpose of empathizing in Design Thinking? 
 a) To generate ideas   b) To understand user needs 
 c) To prototype solutions  d) To test assumptions 

SAQs 

 1. What is the role of the "Shape" element in design? How can shapes be used to 
create different effects in a design? 

 2. How can the "Color" element be used to create contrast and emphasis in a design? 
 3. What is the difference between “Symmetry” and “Asymmetry” in design? Provide 

examples of each. 
 4. How can the “Texture” element be used to create a sense of tactility and depth in a 

design? 
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 5. What is the principle of balance in design, and how can it be achieved? 
 6. How can the principle of emphasis be used to draw attention to a particular element 

in a design? 
 7. What is the principle of movement in design, and how can it be used to create a 

sense of energy and motion? 
 8. How can the principle of unity be used to create a sense of harmony and coherence 

in a design? 
 9. What is the principle of proportion in design, and how can it be used to create a 

sense of scale and balance? 
 10. What is Design Thinking, and how does it differ from traditional problem-solving 

approaches? 
 11. Describe the five stages of the Design Thinking process. 
 12. What is the role of empathy in Design Thinking? 
 13. How does Design Thinking promote innovation? 
 14. What are some common challenges or obstacles that designers may face when 

applying design thinking? 
 15. What is Design Thinking, and how can it be used to create innovative and user-

centered solutions? 
 16. Describe the contributions of Herbert Simon to the development of Design Thinking. 
 17. What role did David Kelley play in popularizing Design Thinking? 
 18. Describe the evolution of Design Thinking from its roots in the 1960s to its current 

form. 
 19. What is the significance of the Stanford d.school in the development of Design 

Thinking? 
 20. How has Design Thinking influenced the way companies approach innovation and 

problem-solving? 
 21. What were the key influences on the development of Design Thinking? 
 22. How did the Bauhaus movement contribute to the development of Design Thinking? 
 23. Describe the role of Design Thinking in the development of new materials in industry. 
 24. What are some of the benefits of using sustainable materials in product design? 

EXERCISES 

 1. What is the role of the "Space" element in design? How can space be used to create 
a sense of depth and distance? 

 2. What are the elements of design, and how can they be used to create a user-
centered product? 

 3. How can the elements of design be used to create a consistent and user-centered 
design language? 
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 4. What are the principles of design, and how can they be used to create innovative 
and user-centered solutions 

 5. How can the principles of design be used to create a consistent and user-centered 
design language? 

 6. How can the principles of design be used to create prototypes, models, and 
simulations that communicate the user's needs, goals, and expectations? 

 7. What are some common design pitfalls, and how can they be avoided using the 
principles of design and Design Thinking? 

 8. What are the key principles of Design Thinking, and how can they be applied in 
practice? 

 9. How Design Thinking can be used to create a user-centered and aesthetically 
pleasing product? 

 10. What is the role of empathy in Design Thinking, and how can it be used to create 
user-centered solutions? 

 11. How Design Thinking can be used to create a consistent and user-centered design 
language? 

 12. What were the key principles of human-centered design, and how did they influence 
the development of Design Thinking? 

 13. How did the emergence of Design Thinking at IDEO influence the development of 
the field? 

 14. What are the key differences between Design Thinking and traditional design 
approaches? 

 15. Describe the properties and applications of graphene, a new material that is being 
used in various industries. 

 16. What is the role of prototyping in the development of new materials in industry? 
 17. Describe the benefits and challenges of using bioplastics in product design. 
 18. Discuss the basis for Design Thinking and its human-centered approach. 
  




